
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Mike Hauser Academy gives English Language Learner 
students the opportunity to visit various STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) related companies 
where they interact with engineers and professionals; observe 
demonstrations, and participate in hands-on activities that 
reinforce classroom math and science lessons. This program 
helps students grasp mathematical concepts by offering them 
a direct learning experience and practical application for 
STEM concepts. 
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STUDENTS SERVED

Mike Hauser Academy is offered to all ELL students entering 
ninth grade from partner middle school districts. The 2015 
Academy served 100 Sonoma County students from the 
partner districts listed on the last page. 

KEY FINDINGS

Program evaluation is designed to gain an understanding of 
students’ perceptions and attitudes toward math and science 
in education, confidence with science and math, and interest 
in pursuing STEM majors and careers through pre and post 
surveys. When asked if the Mike Hauser Academy increased 
interest in a STEM career, 90% of students said yes. When 
asked if the Mike Hauser Academy increased interest in a 
STEM undergraduate major, 70% of students said yes.

Pre and Post survey results showed the highest average 
increase in student ratings for career interests in the fields of 
Engineering (e.g., aircraft, architecture, highways and roads, 
electrical, mechanical) and Environmental Science as shown 
by the chart below.
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Survey results also showed the highest average increase in 
student ratings for confidence and attitude towards math 
and science in the areas of looking forward to taking math 
in college and willingness to take more than the required 
amount of mathematics as shown by the chart below.
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SANTA ROSA STUDENTS

Students from Santa Rosa partner districts visited a 
combination of the following locations: City of Santa Rosa, 
Filtration Group, Keysight Technologies, Medtronic, Inc., 
Pacific Gas & Electric, Sonoma County Water Agency, 
Summit Engineering, and Viavi Solutions (formerly JDSU). 
Some activities included examining a pig heart at Medtronic 
and building a solar powered car at Keysight Technologies. 

Santa Rosa students’ survey results showed an 8% increase in 
average ratings for career interests in the fields of Engineering 
and STEM teacher based on responses given on the first day 
compared to the last day of the Academy. Results also showed 
an 8% increase in average ratings for feeling at ease in math 
class and a 14% increase in average ratings for willingness 
to take more than the required amount of mathematics. 

Here’s what some Santa Rosa students had to say about the 
2015 program…

‘’I liked how we got to meet people who worked in careers 
that I didn’t even know existed. This program was very fun, 
and helped prepare me for algebra next year.” - 2015 Santa 
Rosa Academy Student

 “I learned that there are so many opportunities for jobs and 
that they are possible to achieve. I didn’t really think I was 
going to college because of the money but talking with the 
people in the program made me see it is possible.” - 2015 
Santa Rosa Academy Student

“I really got to see how science and math apply to real life, 
something school cannot do. I feel like I will be prepared for 
high school.” - 2015 Santa Rosa Academy Student
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HEALDSBURG STUDENTS

The Healdsburg class of students from Healdsburg Junior 
High visited the following locations: City of Healdsburg- Fire 
and Police Departments, where students learned calculations 
related to radar guns, Costeaux French Bakery, where 
students baked croissants, E&M Electric & Machinery, Mac 
Thin Films, Inc., Russian Riverkeeper, Sonoma Jet Center, 
where students toured the air traffic control tower and given 
individual flight lessons, and TriVascular, where students 
learned about The Ovation® Abdominal Stent Graft Platform 
for Endovascular Aortic Repair. 

Survey results revealed the highest increased average rating 
for career interest in the Health Medical Field (e.g., doctor, 
nurse, and technician) as well as highest increased average 
rating in willingness to take more than the required amount of 
mathematics. Before the Academy, 60% of the Healdsburg 
class participants planned to attend a four year college 
immediately after high school, after the Academy, 93% 
planned to attend a four year college immediately after high 
school.

Here’s what some Healdsburg students had to say about the 
2015 program…

“It was a fun experience, I learned a lot of things that were 
interesting, and it encouraged me to become someone 
important in life.” – 2015 Healdsburg Academy Student

“I learned that most businesses use math every day.” – 2015 
Healdsburg Academy Student

“I feel like a wiser person with greater knowledge of math 
and technology.” – 2015 Healdsburg Academy Student
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ROHNERT PARK STUDENTS

The Rohnert Park class of students from Lawrence Jones 
Middle School and Technology Middle School visited City of 
Rohnert Park, where activities included pipeline construction 
and street paving projects, Comcast, Golden Gate Bridge 
Highway and Transportation District, where students were 
given a tour of the Golden Gate Bridge, Innovative Molding, 
Inc., SOCO Nexus, SOMO Village, St. Joseph Health, and 
Viavi Solutions (formerly JDSU). 

Pre and Post Survey results showed 21% increased interest 
in Engineering and 17% increased interest in Environmental 
science in class average rating. In response to looking 
forward to taking mathematics in college, average student 
rating increased by 35% from 2.4 pre-Academy to 3.3 post-
Academy. Surveys also showed 27% increased willingness 
to take more than the required amount of mathematics from 
average rating of 2.75 before the Academy to 3.5 after the 
Academy.

Here’s what some Cotati-Rohnert Park students had to say 
about the 2015 program…

“I learned a lot of stuff that I’ve never used before or I forgot 
about. I learned things such as formulas, equations, and 
solving. My experience was amazing. This academy made 
me want to study more math and got me more interested.” – 
2015 Cotati-Rohnert Park Academy Student

“I liked how almost every day we went somewhere different. 
I also liked how we learned how people use math in their 
everyday life and job.” – 2015 Cotati-Rohnert Park Academy 
Student

“The ability to meet others and work with them as well as learn 
that math ties into practically everything, very educational as 
well as amusing and interesting.” – 2015 Cotati-Rohnert Park 
Academy Student
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SEBASTOPOL STUDENTS

The Sebastopol class of students from Brook Haven, Forestville 
Academy, and Twin Hills visited Graton Community Services 
District, Harmony Farm Supply, Persinger Architects and 
Assoc., where students were able to design and draft a 
blueprint of their own dream bedroom, PNI Sensor Corp., 
where students learned about gyroscopes, accelerometers, 
and magnetic sensors functionality across a wide spectrum 
of mobile devices and applications, Sonoma Photonics, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Northrop Grumman Aerospace 
Systems that specializes in engineering and production 
manufacturing solutions for the thin film and optical industry, 
and Traditional Medicinals Wellness Teas. 

Pre and Post Survey results revealed 31% increased interest 
in Engineering and 19% increased interest in Environmental 
science in class average rating. Pre compared to Post Survey 
responses showed increased confidence studying math 
and science and 24% increased average rating for looking 
forward to taking mathematics in college from a 2.5 rating 
to a 3.5 rating. 

Here’s what some Sebastopol students had to say about the 
2015 program…

 “I really liked going to different businesses like Persinger 
Architects, it was very fun experience because we got to 
design our own rooms and get to meet all the designers.” – 
2015 Sebastopol Academy Student 

“I had a great time and learned how professionals use math/
science by going to different businesses.” – 2015 Sebastopol 
Academy Student

“I really enjoyed the experience; it helped me enhance my 
understanding of the importance of math and science in our 
everyday lives.” – 2015 Sebastopol Academy Student
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PROGRAM HISTORY

The Mike Hauser Algebra Academy was created through the vision of the late Mike Hauser, President of the Santa Rosa 
Chamber of Commerce. A vision for our community in which English Language Learning (ELL) students would be able to 
graduate from high school and thereby realize opportunities for employment and further education. From this vision, an 
incredible partnership was formed between the Chamber, local educators and businesses, and the first Mike Hauser Algebra 
Academy was launched in the summer of 2008. After careful considerations with regard to integrated curriculum, the need for 
focus on STEM education, beginning in 2016, the Mike Hauser Algebra Academy is now the “Mike Hauser Academy” aka the 
“Mike Hauser Academy for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math” (STEM). 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2015 PROGRAM FUNDERS AND PARTNERS

PARTNER SCHOOL DISTRICTS

THE MIKE HAUSER ACADEMY IS A PROGRAM OF THE SANTA ROSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, CONTACT LESLIE ANDERSEN AT (707) 636-3662 OR LESLIEA@SANTAROSACHAMBER.COM.

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO

Brelje & Race, Consulting Civil Engineers

Chick-fil-A Santa Rosa

Mountain Mike’s Pizza

Stout Brothers Irish Pub & Restaurant

John Jordan Foundation

County of Sonoma

The Rotary Club of Sebastopol 

Healdsburg Education Foundation

Pacific Gas & Electric 

Umpqua Bank

AcCounting OnComputers

Active 20-30 Club #1029

Active 20-30 Club #50

Adobe Associates, Inc.

American AgCredit

California Luggage Co.

City of Healdsburg - Fire Department 
and Police Department

City of Rohnert Park

City of Santa Rosa -Utilities Department

Comcast Cable

Costeaux French Bakery

Deposition Sciences, Inc.

DraftTech

E and M Electric & Machinery, Inc.

Exchange Bank

Filtration Group

Friedman’s Home Improvement

Golden Gate Bridge Highway and 
Transportation District

Graton Community Services District

Harmony Farm Supply

Innovative Molding, Inc.

Keysight Technologies

Lockheed Martin

Mac Thin Films

Medtronic, Inc.

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Pacific Foundation for Medical Care 
(John Nacol)

Pacific Gas & Electric

Persinger Architects and Associates

PNI Sensor Corporation

Robert & Patricia Reynolds

Russian Riverkeeper

Snoopy’s Home Ice - The Redwood 
Empire Ice Arena

SOCO Nexus

SOMO Village

Sonoma County Office of Education

Sonoma County Water Agency

Sonoma Jet Center

Sonoma State University

St. Joseph Health

Summit Engineering

Traditional Medicinals

TriVascular

Viavi Solutions (formerly JDSU)

Santa Rosa 
Roseland Public Schools 
Santa Rosa City Schools

Healdsburg 
Healdsburg Unified School District

Cotati-Rohnert Park  
Cotati-Rohnert Park Unified School 
District

Sebastopol 
Forestville Union School District 
Gravenstein Union School District 
Oak Grove Union School District 
Sebastopol Union School District 
Twin Hills Union School District


